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John Cassis is a motivational speaker.  
    He told a story recently about a time when he was serving as one of the  
      Chaplain's for the Chicago Bears during their glory years of the 80's. 
 

As John tells it, the Bears would often gather for a pre-game  
   inspirational talk…usually given by Cassis in the team chapel.  
But on this day, Mike Ditka, coach of the Bears wanted to give the talk.  
   As he was about to begin, he looked up and saw defensive tackle  
     William "Refrigerator" Perry. How could he not see him? 
At 338 pounds the Fridge stood out even in a crowd of pro football players. 
     Ditka pointed to the Fridge. "When I get finished," he said,  
        "I'd like you to close with the Lord's Prayer."  
Then the coach began his talk.  
 

Meanwhile, Jim McMahon, the brash and outspoken quarterback,  
   punched John Cassis. "Look at Perry," McMahon whispered,  
     "he doesn't know the Lord's Prayer."  
       Sure enough, Perry sat with a look of panic on his face,  
          his head in his hands. He was sweating profusely.  
 

"Everybody knows the Lord's Prayer," said Cassis to McMahon in disbelief.  
  After a few minutes of watching the Refrigerator leaking  
    several gallons of sweat, McMahon nudged Cassis again.  
       "I'll bet you 50 bucks Fridge doesn't know the Lord's Prayer."  
 

As Cassis tells the story, he stops to reflect on the absurdity of it all: 
 "Here we were sitting in chapel and betting 50 bucks on the Lord's Prayer."  
 

When Coach Ditka finished his pep talk, he asked all the men to remove 
their caps. Then he nodded at Perry and bowed his head. 
 

It was quiet for a few moments before the Fridge spoke in a shaky voice,   
   "Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray the Lord, my soul to keep..."  
 
Cassis felt the tap on his shoulder. It was Jim McMahon.  
   "Here's the 50 dollars," he whispered.  
      "I had no idea Perry knew the Lord's Prayer."  
 

I was talking with a group of priests after the Chrism Mass Tuesday of Holy Week. 
   I’m not exactly sure what we were talking about  
    but one of them made the statement something to the effect:  



     “I’ve been at my parish for 8 years, 
       if my parishioners don’t know my basic philosophy of life  
         and my theology of God by now, they haven’t been paying attention.” 
 

I heard it put another way….I’ve heard it said that every Catholic priest  
  has 6 homilies and everything else is just variations on those themes. 
 

I was thinking about that and trying to figure out what my 6 homilies would be: 
 

I think my first one would be Trust in God— 
    never doubt that God is journeying with you in your life. 
That’s evident in our Gospel reading today when the Risen Jesus  
    offers his peace to his apostles.  
He wants them to know they can trust God. 
 

A second theme is prayer is the key to life— 
   Having a good prayer life is essential. Once again look to Jesus… 
       prayer, his relationship with the one he called Abba, sustained him. 
And learning how to pray & how to pray spontaneously is a large part of that. 
 

A third theme I would have is we are all on a journey: 
   None of us has life completely figured out, and it is only in community 
      that we can grow into the people God has called us to be. 
In short, we need one another. 
 

A fourth theme would be coming to Mass is not enough: 
   If you are not here today because you want to praise God and  
    because you want to grow in your discipleship walk;  
       if you are here only to punch your spiritual time card, 
          you’re missing what it means to live in Christ. 
Because living in Christ opens our eyes to incredible possibilities. 
 

A fifth theme would be that we are all called to serve. 
   Once again Jesus said it best when he said the son of man did not come  
      to be served but to serve and to give his life. 
 

And my sixth one would be the theme of living as good Christian Stewards 
  And that is the one that I want to talk about today as we kick off  
     the second of our three series hashtag #Godswayintheburg 
          Stewardship of Possibilities. 
 

I’d like to tell you a little bit about how the Stewardship Commission  
   came up with this title. 
 



For the last couple of years we have divided up our stewardship talks  
   into the three different talks.  
      We traditionally called them Time Talent and Treasure. 
Well, when we did our Stewardship of Time talk last December,  
  someone commented to me that that terminology was getting a little worn. 
And so the stewardship commission came up with  
   Stewardship of Prayer for Time, Stewardship of Passion for Talent, 
       And then we struggled to come up with a “P” word  for Treasure… 
That’s when my trips to Haiti came to mind. 
   When I first started going to Haiti, I would ask a young person if they were 
       in school and they would respond, I don’t have the possibility.  
I would ask them if they owned their own home and they would  
    say the same thing: I don’t have the possibility. 
It soon became clear to me that they used the terms  
   possibility and money interchangeably. 
Because to them if you had money you had the possibilities  
    to do something with your life, something for your family. 
So, we are calling Stewardship of our Treasure…Stewardship of Possibilities! 
 

Why do I think Stewardship is so important that I would call it  
    one of my six major themes as a pastor? 
And to answer that,  
   I need to remind us what I mean when I talk about Stewardship. 
 

I know there is a risk in even speaking the word,  
   because so often the word has been misused in the Church. 
It has been used most often to describe fundraising…which it is not. 
   It has been used by pastors to get increases in collections…which it is not. 
      Sometimes it has been used to talk about a capital campaign, which it is not. 
 

So what is true biblical stewardship? 
   I like Chris Brown’s definition best: Managing God’s Blessings,  
     God’s Way, for God’s Glory. 
 

True Biblical Stewardship begins with the acknowledge found in Psalm 24:1 
    The earth and all that is in it is mine says the Lord. 
 

That’s the beginning of a true Biblical understanding of Stewardship. 
    It all belongs to God. 
This morning we had a funeral and after the funeral I was in Church  
   and Bridget was working with one of our cantors… 
When they finished I said to the cantor, “You have a beautiful voice…” 



   And she said, it not mine, it’s on loan from God. 
That’s a Biblical understanding of Stewardship… 
   It’s not mine, it’s on loan from God. 
 

That’s Stewardship…what we have we do not own… 
   what we have is on loan from God, who like any good parent, 
      hopes that we will use it well. 
 

And so today I want to ask the question: 
   What possibilities exist in this faith community 
     if we were to truly take to heart managing our financial resources God’s way. 
What doors might God be opening for us….both personally and collectively? 
 
Last year we asked you to take a step toward the tithe… 
   Once again a tithe being 10% of your income to the local Church… 
      And there are lots of Biblical references to back that up… 
And I know that many of you did that… 
   Our collections this year are almost 8% above  
     what our collections were last year… 
       and you deserve a great big thank you for that. 
But what you also need to hear is what your tithe does for the Church: 
 

Because of your generosity: 
  

• Over $125,500 was given from our parish to support local, national and 
international outreach benefitting groups such as Crusade for Children, Exit 
Zero, St. Elizabeth-Catholic Charities, Marie’s Ministry, Franciscan Kitchen,  
Speed Food Pantry, and St. Vincent DePaul. That’s local. We have a national 
mission in our work at Campton, Kentucky primarily at Christmas but other 
times as well. Finally, we have an international mission with our sister parish. 

     $125,000…that’s a little more than 10% of our Sunday Collections. 
• Over 500 students  in  our Pre-school, elementary school, junior high, high 

school, and religious education programs as well as our Vacation Bible 
School, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Mass time nursery, and 30 kids were 
prepared for the Sacrament of Confirmation. We’re passing on our faith. 

• Our parishioners were able to spend over 3,500 hours in Eucharistic Adoration, 
celebrated over 500 Masses (over 52,000 people receiving Jesus in the 
Eucharist), offered our first marriage enrichment day and prepared 9 couples 
for marriage, began a small faith sharing group ministry with 12 small groups, 
and 6 parishioners attended the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress. 

• Also, over 20 comfort meals were provided after funeral liturgies, and funeral 
visitation was held in our Church 4 times. 

 
 
 



Next week I’ll complete this two part series by asking the question:  
   What are those things that keep us from practicing Stewardship… 
     what are those fears, those apprehensions  
       and yes at times, those excuses  
          that keep us from doing true Biblical Stewardship. 
That keep us from doing things #Godswayintheburg. 


